Yangtze Finless Porpoise

Population 1000-1800

The Yangtze River, the longest river in Asia, used to be one of the only two
rivers in the world that was home to two different species of dolphin—the
Yangtze finless porpoise and the Baiji dolphin. However, in 2006 the Baiji
dolphin was declared functionally extinct. This was the first time in history that
an entire species of dolphin had been wiped off the planet because of human
activity. Its close cousin, the Yangtze finless porpoise, is known for its
mischievous smile and has a level of intelligence comparable to that of a gorilla.

Rebirth along China's Yanqgtze River

Without direct intervention, the Yangtze finless porpoise may face extinction.
But that reckoning is up against an even more powerful force: unyielding
economic development.



https://www.worldwildlife.org/magazine/articles/rebirth-along-china-s-yangtze-river
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Finless porpoises need an abundant food supply for survival. The destruction of
the Baiji dolphin food supply was central to its extinction. Overfishing is the
main factor that contributes to the decrease in finless porpoises’ food supply,
but pollution and ship movement are factors as well.

WHAT WWEF IS DOING

WWF works to protect the Yangtze River, home to some of China's most
spectacular natural scenery. The Yangtze is the longest river in China and
the third longest in the world.

Since 2002, WWEF and partners have reconnected more than 40 floodplain lakes
with the main stem of the Yangtze River to restore seasonal flows and allow the
migration of species, like the finless porpoise, between the lakes and the river.
This contributes to a secure food supply for the Yangtze finless porpoise. WWF
also works to provide fishermen with feasible alternatives for income
generation. This helps to develop the economy, stop overfishing and allows
fishermen to contribute to the protection of the finless porpoise.



